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Lucis Pro 6.0 
by Darrel Priebe 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lucis Pro 6  is a Photoshop or Photoshop Elements plug-in used by photographers to add a unique and exciting 
look to their images, either by enhancing the detail and contrast in an image to give a dramatic effect, or by 
smoothing the details to give more of an artistic or painterly effect. The medical and scientific industries also 
use the Lucis (pronounced “Lou-sis” ) filters which were originally developed to enhance details in images such 
as X-rays and scanning electron microscope images. When the filter is applied strongly, it creates a 
characteristic look that is easily recognized -- sort of a Highlights-Contrast-Sharpening-on-Steroids tool. (See 
the before and after treatment of the Daisies image below.) But when used more sparingly, like good artistic 
filters should be used, it can also enhance an image so that it stands apart from the competition, without being 
obvious or “artsy.”  
 
 

  
“ Daisies”  with strongly Enhanced Details in Lucis Pro 6 (left). Original Image by Darrel Priebe (right). 
 

Lucis Pro 6 - A high-end Photoshop 
plug-in that enhances images with 
unique super-sharp details and/or 
painterly artistic effects. Most useful 
to commercial photographers and 
advanced amateurs who value a 
unique and creative look to their 
images. 
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“ Parliament”  (left) with details moderately enhanced and shadows reduced in Lucis Pro 6. 
 Original image by Darrel Priebe (right). 
 
How does it work? Here’s the technical explanation, but feel free to skip ahead to more examples if you 
don’ t like geek-speak. Lucis filters create a unique look to your image by enhancing the contrast in the 
image to reveal a new level of detail not seen before. This is not a simple boost to the overall contrast. 
Instead, Lucis filters use a patented algorithm to enhance the image contrast by comparing every pixel to 
every other pixel along hundreds of radial lines in two directions. This reveals a level of detail simply not 
shown by other image processing techniques. Lucis filters reveals detail throughout the image 
simultaneously in the bright, dark and mid-range contrast areas. This actually helps to correct the 
underexposed and overexposed areas of an image if needed, as in the Parliament picture above. 
 
The filter works only on the Luminance channel after converting the RGB channels to Hue, Saturation 
and Luminance. It then recombines the enhanced Luminance channel with the unmodified Hue and 
Saturation channels and converts them back to RGB for a finished image. This enhancement can be done 
either on the RGB channels as a whole, or separately on each color channel to make the colors “pop.”  The 
online User’s Guide explains this process (Differential Hysteresis Processing) in more detail if you 
haven’ t had enough by now! 
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“ Seattle Skyscrapers”  with the colors enhanced by individual RGB channel processing in Lucas Pro 6.  
Original image by Darrel Priebe below. 
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Using the Program Lucis Pro 6 is very easy to use. See the detail picture from the user interface window 
below. The program can be controlled with a single slider for simple operation. Just drag the Enhance 
Detail (ED) slider near the bottom of the window from the right to the left to increase detail in your 
image. The Smooth Detail slider blurs detail to create artistic or painterly effects. These two effects will 
satisfy many users all by themselves, but you will find additional creative enhancements if you explore 
the other controls as well. (See the full user interface picture further below.) These include  

o The Split Channels controls to adjust the ED or SD effects on the individual RGB channels 
which can make the colors pop out in an image or create a variety of unique artistic effects  

o The Assign Original Image Color corrector which restores original image colors if altered too 
much by the changes made to the Luminance channels as Lucis processes the image. Of 
course, some people love the color shifts that are created by Lucis processing, but with this 
slider, you have a choice 

o The Mix with Original Image slider which blends the Lucis filtered image with your original 
image, much like the Opacity slider on a layer in Photoshop would do 

o The Preview and Processing Scan Lines numerical settings which if reduced to 1 will create 
radial lines over the image somewhat like a starlight filter. If you have these artifacts and don’ t 
want them, just increase the Processing Scan Lines setting to reduce or eliminate them 

 

 
The two key sliders are located at the bottom of the Lucis Pro 6 user interface window. 

 
 
Since the Lucis filters are a Photoshop plug-in, they naturally lend themselves to Photoshop techniques 
including using Layer Masks to hide part of the Lucis filter layer revealing the original layer beneath, and 
Levels & Curves to modify the overall light and contrast of the layer or selected parts of the layer. I 
suggest you always start with a duplicated layer in Photoshop on which to do your Lucis processing so 
you can later adjust that layer independently. Advanced users will create multiple copies of the original 
layer so you can try several variations of the Lucis filters and choose or blend what looks best for your 
image. 
 

                                                                     

The two less expensive 
versions of the Lucis Pro 
6 filters are Lucis Art 3 
ED or ED/SE. Both offer 
many of the exciting 
image enhancements of 
Lucis Pro 6 but with 
preset selections instead 
of the variable sliders and 
other advanced controls 
in the Pro version. See 
Cost below for details. 
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Lucis Pro 6 user interface (above). The two main sliders to enhance or smooth details are at the bottom of 
the page. Original picture (above) strongly enhanced with the Lucis Pro 6 Smooth Details slider (below). 
Yes, this photographer went to the 2009 Rosebowl Game. Go, SC! 
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Lucis Pro 6 gives an edgy look to portraits (left) when used in moderation. Original image by Darrel Priebe (right). 
 
Three Different Versions Lucis Pro 6 is the more expensive full version (see Cost below) of the 
software which works on both 8 and 16 bit images. But there are two lower cost options available that 
provide the same look although with less flexibility when applying the effects. LucisArt 3 ED and 
LucisArt ED/SE are the “ lite”  versions which only work on 8 bit images, and use selected presets from 
the Lucis Pro 6 version. With these two Lucis programs you simply choose from several presets to 
enhance your pictures, instead of using the more variable sliders in the Pro version to dial in the effects. 
The ED/SE version gives you both detail enhancements (ED) and detail smoothing (SD) special effects, 
while the ED version enhances detail only.  
 
Free Tr ial A 30-day free trial is available (http://www.lucisart.com/lucisart-3-demo.htm) of the LucisArt 
ED/SE version which is limited to screen previews on smaller images only, but that is enough to see for 
yourself if this program is worth the cost. I highly recommend you give the free trial a spin to see for 
yourself what Lucis filters can do for your images.  
 
Processing times for the filters were fast on my Mac Pro with 4 GB of Ram and Dual Intel Quad-Core 
Processors. Previews rendered in a few seconds which although fast, is not fast enough to see the changes 
in real time when you drag the sliders. Final renderings took about 5-7 seconds, a bit longer than the 
preview renderings. The software was very reliable and never froze or crashed. Of course, results on your 
PC may differ. A slower computer will take more time to render the processor intensive Lucis filters. 
Using 8 bit images will speed up the processing times, as will reducing the size of the preview image on 
your monitor. 
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Artistic effects can be created (above) by combining the Smooth Details (SD) with Enhance Details  
(ED) effects in Lucis Pro 6. Original “ Mission Reflection”  image (below) by Darrel Priebe. 
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Recommendations I enthusiastically recommend Lucis Pro 6 for the beautiful image enhancements it 
creates, as well as for the ease of use and advanced degree of control it offers. While there are Lucis-copy 
programs around, and time intensive Photoshop and Lightroom treatments can come close to reproducing 
a few of the effects, overall there is no way to easily duplicate the wide variety of dramatic image 
enhancements possible with Lucis Pro 6. Of course, not all images will benefit from the Lucis filters 
treatment, and artistic judgment is still required to create art. The only caveat is the cost (see below) 
which is definitely in the professional photographer’s price range for a Photoshop plug-in. The lower-cost 
alternative to Lucis Pro 6 is LucisArt ED/SE. It’s definitely a more affordable way to go although you 
must convert your 16-bit images to 8-bit before using this version (if you even use 16-bit images with 
their larger file sizes). 
 
Suggestions for  Improvement These are my personal recommendations for a more user friendly 
interface. Granted, these are small details in an otherwise excellent program, but hey, there’s always room 
for improvement, right? 

1. The numerical entry boxes would be more useful if they worked like the similar boxes in 
Photoshop where the arrow keys can change the numbers by increments of 1 (or 1%), or by 10 (or 
10%) when the shift key is held down.  

2. The Lucis preview window always opens at 100% pixel size. It would be more useful if it was a 
“sticky”  setting and opened at the same setting that was selected the last time it was opened. I 
always had to click 3 to 4 times to reduce the size to see the whole picture which was a nuisance. 

3. The program needs the Control-Z (Command-Z on Mac) undue command activated to 
immediately undue the last change made in the settings. 

4. Modify the Cancel button so it works like Photoshop’s cancel buttons, i.e., when you hold down 
the Alt (PC) or Option key (Mac), it should become a Reset button. This would let you keep the 
Lucis window open, but start over with the original image settings to make different 
enhancements. 

5. Give us a check-box option on the Lucis interface window to always place the new Lucis 
processed image on a separate layer. 

 
Bugs? The system requirements warned me that my year-old version of the Mac OS, 10.4.11, might have 
intermittent difficulties running Lucis. Sure enough, one slider’s numerical entry box initially would not 
work correctly, so the slider had to be used instead. However, this bug later disappeared. I guess that’s 
what “ intermittent”  means! This was the only “bug”  I found in an otherwise flawless performance by the 
software. If you use a Mac, OS 10.5 or higher is recommended, but I found that OS 10.4.11 worked quite 
well on my system. 
 
Cost $595 for Lucis Pro 6 with a $50 online discount currently being offered. Lucis products are only 
sold directly from the vendor so there are no online discounters. LucisArt ED/SE is $319 and offers a 
more affordable option to access both the ED and SD filters as presets. There is currently a $40 discount 
being offered. Purchasers of LucisArt 2 (purchased after Jan 1, 2007) may qualify for a $70 upgrade 
discount. There are no academic discounts available. 
 
Training The program’s CD-ROM contains a pdf file illustrating the controls and effects available. This 
training is quite good and sufficient to give the user a basic sense of control in using the product. 
Additional examples of the varied effects that are possible are available online at 
http://www.lucispro.com/lucis-artistic/lucis-pro-demos-users-guide.htm . Additional training videos will 
soon be available (2009) illustrating advanced techniques with Lucis Pro 6. 
 



 

Lucis Pro 6 Review by Darrel Priebe  Page 9 

Support Customer support is via email at support@lucispro.com , although I found the company’s CEO, 
Barbara Williams, very helpful and always willing to answer my questions over the phone. Vendor:  
Image Content Technology LLC  
220 RT12, Suite 5, PMB 344 
Groton, CT 06340 USA 
tel: 508-346-3491 or US residents call toll free 866-714-4236 
fax: 508-346-3492 
Sales and Marketing: sales@lucispro.com 
 
Copyr ight secur ity Lucis Pro 6 requires a security dongle – a USB device that must be plugged in to a USB 
port on your computer in order to use the product. 
 
Windows System Requirements Windows version of Lucis Pro 6.0 with the Windows Lucis Pro 6.0 
dongle. Windows XP or Vista computer with at least 2 GB RAM and Adobe® Photoshop® CS3 and/or 
Adobe® Photoshop® Elements 6. 
 
Macintosh System Requirements Macintosh version of Lucis Pro 6.0 with the Macintosh Lucis Pro 6.0 
dongle. An Intel Macintosh computer with OS 10.5 and at least 2 GB RAM and Adobe® Photoshop® 
CS3 and/or Adobe® Photoshop® Elements 6. 


